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CITY COUNCIL MEETING – 1ST NOVEMBER 2023 
 

 
RESOLUTION ON THE ITEM REGARDING “STOPPING GENOCIDE IN GAZA” 

 
 
 
1. STOPPING GENOCIDE IN GAZA 

 
 
RESOLVED: That this Council:- 
 
(a) notes:- 

 
(i) its unanimous vote in September 2019 to recognise Palestine as a 

sovereign state, the first Council to do so; 
 
(ii) that East Jerusalem, the West Bank, the Golan Heights and Gaza are 

illegally occupied by Israel; and that Gaza has been subject to 16 years 
of blockade; 

 
(iii) that the Israeli Government has been withholding essential resources 

from Gaza and what UN Experts have described as “destroying or 
damaging homes, hospitals, markets and UN Reliefs and Works Agency 
(UNRWA)” and that Amnesty International has “documented unlawful 
Israeli attacks, including indiscriminate attacks, which caused mass 
civilian casualties and must be investigated as war crimes”; 

 
(iv) Save The Children have highlighted that the number of children reported 

killed in Gaza in the last three weeks has surpassed the annual number 
of children killed across the world's conflict zones since 2019; 

 
(v) that under Article II of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 

of the Crime of Genocide, genocide is defined as certain acts “committed 
with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or 
religious group” and that, under Article I, the UK has confirmed that 
genocide is a crime under international law which it undertakes to 
prevent and to punish; 

 
(vi) the UK, at the UN Security Council on 18 October 2023, refused to vote 

for “humanitarian pauses” to deliver lifesaving aid to millions in Gaza; 
and 

 
(vii) Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, B’tselem and the South 

African government recognise that the Israeli Government is enacting a 
system of apartheid; 

  
(b) deeply regrets and condemns the tragic loss of civilian life in both the Hamas 

terrorist attacks on the 7th of October and the ensuing bombardment of the Gaza 
strip by Israel; 
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(c) notes that these horrific events have had a huge effect on many Sheffield 

citizens, in particular those with relatives and friends in the region; 
  
(d) calls for the immediate release of all Israeli hostages; 
  
(e) believes:- 

 
(i) there can be no justification for the loss of innocent lives, and all atrocities 

committed against civilians must be condemned and investigated; 
 
(ii) that Hamas’ appalling murder of civilians in Israel must be unequivocally 

condemned, and we continue to call for the safe release of all hostages; 
 
(iii) that the Israeli Government's indiscriminate killing of Palestinian civilians 

must be unequivocally condemned; 
 
(iv) all forms of racism, including anti-Palestinian racism, antisemitism and 

Islamophobia have no place in our city and condemns any attacks on 
Palestinian, Jewish or Muslim people; 

 
(v) Sir Keir Starmer was wrong to say, in an interview with LBC radio, that 

Israel “does have that right” to withhold food, water and electricity from 
Gaza, and he should apologise and retract this statement supporting 
collective punishment; 

 
(vi) we must not allow these tragic events to divide our communities at home, 

and we understand and feel the pain of all people in Sheffield, especially 
the Muslim, Jewish and Christian communities; 

 
(vii) all political leaders have a responsibility to try to prevent genocide; 
 
(viii) all UK political leaders must call upon the Israeli Government to ensure 

enough food, water, medicine and electricity is provided to Gaza, that 
there must be clear humanitarian corridors, and that all actors must 
follow and be held accountable under international law; 

 
(ix) every effort must be made by the international community to make a two-

state solution a reality, which requires a commitment to a formal peace 
process, an end to the occupation and for all parties to follow 
international law, in order to bring peace to the region; 

 
(x) that where Palestinians are forced to flee, they must not be permanently 

displaced from their homes, and calls on the UK Government to use all 
available pressure to ensure this; 

 
(xi) any state has a right to protect its citizens from attacks and terror, subject 

to international law; 
 
(xii) there is ultimately no military solution to this conflict; 
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(xiii) innocent Palestinians must not pay the price for Hamas atrocities; and 
 
(xiv) the world has a duty to prevent civilian deaths; 

  
(f) regrets any hurt caused by flying the Israeli flag from the Town Hall, and calls 

for a review of the Council’s flag-flying protocol; 
  
(g) regrets the UK Government’s abstention at the UN against supporting a 

sustained humanitarian truce leading to a cessation of hostilities; 
  
(h) condemns the decision by Israel to cut off essential supplies of water, food, and 

electricity, to the 2.2m residents of the Gaza strip; 
  
(i) condemns all hate crime against Palestinians, Israelis, Jewish or Muslim people; 
  
(j) welcomes the generous humanitarian fundraising from Sheffield communities 

over the last few days, in particular fundraising for aid to Gaza; 
  
(k) affirms its support for a two state solution and a lasting peace, which will allow 

the people of Israel and Palestine to live free from fear; and 
  
(l) therefore resolves to:- 
  
 (i) call upon the UK Government to:- 

 
(A) call for an immediate humanitarian ceasefire, in order to facilitate 

an intense period of diplomacy, bring humanitarian aid into Gaza, 
and provide an opportunity to seek the immediate release of all 
Israeli hostages; 

 
(B) call for an immediate ceasefire and to vote for this at the UN; 
 
(C) cease all arms sales to Israel and end military aid for Israel; and 

 
(D) make every effort to resume the peace process; 

 
(ii) request that the Chief Executive submits this Motion to the UK 

Government; and 
 
(iii) request that the Strategy and Resources Policy Committee consider 

whether the Council should join the Sheffield Coalition Against Israeli 
Apartheid. 
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Our ref: KJ/CM 
 
 
Date: 8th November 2023 
 
The Rt. Hon. Rishi Sunak MP 
Prime Minister 
Prime Minister's Office 
10 Downing Street 
London 
SW1A 2AA 
 
Dear Mr. Sunak, 
 
“STOPPING GENOCIDE IN GAZA” 
 
I have been requested to inform you of the following resolution that was passed by 
the City Council at its meeting held on 1st November 2023:- 
 
 
RESOLVED: That this Council:- 
 
(a) notes:- 

 
(i) its unanimous vote in September 2019 to recognise Palestine as a 

sovereign state, the first Council to do so; 
 
(ii) that East Jerusalem, the West Bank, the Golan Heights and Gaza are 

illegally occupied by Israel; and that Gaza has been subject to 16 years 
of blockade; 

 
(iii) that the Israeli Government has been withholding essential resources 

from Gaza and what UN Experts have described as “destroying or 
damaging homes, hospitals, markets and UN Reliefs and Works Agency 
(UNRWA)” and that Amnesty International has “documented unlawful 
Israeli attacks, including indiscriminate attacks, which caused mass 
civilian casualties and must be investigated as war crimes”; 

 
(iv) Save The Children have highlighted that the number of children reported 

killed in Gaza in the last three weeks has surpassed the annual number 
of children killed across the world's conflict zones since 2019; 

 
(v) that under Article II of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 

of the Crime of Genocide, genocide is defined as certain acts “committed 
with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or 
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religious group” and that, under Article I, the UK has confirmed that 
genocide is a crime under international law which it undertakes to 
prevent and to punish; 

 
(vi) the UK, at the UN Security Council on 18 October 2023, refused to vote 

for “humanitarian pauses” to deliver lifesaving aid to millions in Gaza; 
and 

 
(vii) Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, B’tselem and the South 

African government recognise that the Israeli Government is enacting a 
system of apartheid; 

  
(b) deeply regrets and condemns the tragic loss of civilian life in both the Hamas 

terrorist attacks on the 7th of October and the ensuing bombardment of the Gaza 
strip by Israel; 

  
(c) notes that these horrific events have had a huge effect on many Sheffield 

citizens, in particular those with relatives and friends in the region; 
  
(d) calls for the immediate release of all Israeli hostages; 
  
(e) believes:- 

 
(i) there can be no justification for the loss of innocent lives, and all atrocities 

committed against civilians must be condemned and investigated; 
 
(ii) that Hamas’ appalling murder of civilians in Israel must be unequivocally 

condemned, and we continue to call for the safe release of all hostages; 
 
(iii) that the Israeli Government's indiscriminate killing of Palestinian civilians 

must be unequivocally condemned; 
 
(iv) all forms of racism, including anti-Palestinian racism, antisemitism and 

Islamophobia have no place in our city and condemns any attacks on 
Palestinian, Jewish or Muslim people; 

 
(v) Sir Keir Starmer was wrong to say, in an interview with LBC radio, that 

Israel “does have that right” to withhold food, water and electricity from 
Gaza, and he should apologise and retract this statement supporting 
collective punishment; 

 
(vi) we must not allow these tragic events to divide our communities at home, 

and we understand and feel the pain of all people in Sheffield, especially 
the Muslim, Jewish and Christian communities; 

 
(vii) all political leaders have a responsibility to try to prevent genocide; 
 
(viii) all UK political leaders must call upon the Israeli Government to ensure 

enough food, water, medicine and electricity is provided to Gaza, that 
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there must be clear humanitarian corridors, and that all actors must 
follow and be held accountable under international law; 

 
(ix) every effort must be made by the international community to make a two-

state solution a reality, which requires a commitment to a formal peace 
process, an end to the occupation and for all parties to follow 
international law, in order to bring peace to the region; 

 
(x) that where Palestinians are forced to flee, they must not be permanently 

displaced from their homes, and calls on the UK Government to use all 
available pressure to ensure this; 

 
(xi) any state has a right to protect its citizens from attacks and terror, subject 

to international law; 
 
(xii) there is ultimately no military solution to this conflict; 
 
(xiii) innocent Palestinians must not pay the price for Hamas atrocities; and 
 
(xiv) the world has a duty to prevent civilian deaths; 

  
(f) regrets any hurt caused by flying the Israeli flag from the Town Hall, and calls 

for a review of the Council’s flag-flying protocol; 
  
(g) regrets the UK Government’s abstention at the UN against supporting a 

sustained humanitarian truce leading to a cessation of hostilities; 
  
(h) condemns the decision by Israel to cut off essential supplies of water, food, and 

electricity, to the 2.2m residents of the Gaza strip; 
  
(i) condemns all hate crime against Palestinians, Israelis, Jewish or Muslim people; 
  
(j) welcomes the generous humanitarian fundraising from Sheffield communities 

over the last few days, in particular fundraising for aid to Gaza; 
  
(k) affirms its support for a two state solution and a lasting peace, which will allow 

the people of Israel and Palestine to live free from fear; and 
  
(l) therefore resolves to:- 
  
 (i) call upon the UK Government to:- 

 
(A) call for an immediate humanitarian ceasefire, in order to facilitate 

an intense period of diplomacy, bring humanitarian aid into Gaza, 
and provide an opportunity to seek the immediate release of all 
Israeli hostages; 

 
(B) call for an immediate ceasefire and to vote for this at the UN; 
 
(C) cease all arms sales to Israel and end military aid for Israel; and 
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(D) make every effort to resume the peace process; 
 
(ii) request that the Chief Executive submits this Motion to the UK 

Government; and 
 
(iii) request that the Strategy and Resources Policy Committee consider 

whether the Council should join the Sheffield Coalition Against Israeli 
Apartheid. 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Kate Josephs CB 
Chief Executive  
 
 
 
 
 

Page 7



Page 8



Page 9



Page 10


	8 Notice of Motion Regarding "Stopping Genocide In Gaza" - Given By Councillor Alexi Dimond And To Be Seconded By Councillor Maleiki Haybe
	Gaza Resolution
	CITY COUNCIL MEETING – 1ST NOVEMBER 2023
	RESOLUTION ON THE ITEM REGARDING “STOPPING GENOCIDE IN GAZA”

	2023 11 08 Letter to Prime Minister re Gaza
	Chief Executive: Kate Josephs

	2023 12 06 FCDO Reponse


